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Radio Sets

Informant listened to the radio in the village reading room and in the
border zastave nearby, Radio receivers in Nove-Lovcha (N 41-25, E 23-44) ,
Nevrokop Okoliyas were three wave, and were operated by electric current
from Petrovo. There was electricity day and night in the village.

Informant steted that replacement parts were available, and that no permit
we.s required to buy amall and medium type models, There were only two
independent receivers in informant's community, and there was no radio
system in the village.

Informant stated that the smallest model cost 800 leva; the medium model
cost around 1200-1300 leve; and the biggest models cost between 2000-3000
leve.

Informant claims that no individual can buy a radic receiver of the biggest
model, as it 1s forbidden to sell them to private persons, They are sold
only to the State shops, reading rooms, State institutions, ete,

Informant had not heard Radio Goryanin, or any foreign anti~Communist
radio stations, 25X1

Radio Sets

Informant does not have a radio, but there is a loudspeaker for the wired
radio system | | He has listened to radio broadcasts,
especlally by the wired radio syestem in the village of Kulate (¥ 41=23,

E 23-22), Petrich Okoliya, whose central radio receiver is in the village
of Chuchuligovo (N 41-24, E 23-22), Petrich Okoliya., Besides Kuleta, this
central radio system hes brenches in the villages of Chuchuligovo,

Merino Pole (N 41-25, E 23-21) and Dolno Spanchovo (N 41-25, E 23-23) , all
in Petrich Okoliya., In the village of Kulata, there are two loudspeakers
in the village streets (one in "Horemag") and about 20 in private homes,
Besides those, there are eight private radio receivers with three waves in
Kulata,

25X1

The radios operate on electric current. One can buy radio receivers
without any difficulties in the State shops, The Communist regime » however,
offers to the Bulgarian people only radio receivers of Bulgarian or
Bohemlan make. The price varies between 1,300 and 2,000 leva for the
different models, One can buy radios in State shops without permits,

The regime requires a 34 leva tax yearly from every owner of a loudspeaker
for the wired radio system., Owners of private radio receivers pay a tax of
60 leva yearly, Informant does not know where the owners pay this tax.

Informant listened to the radio four times a week, mostly to Sofia and
Moscow radio station. He liked best the folk music on the Sofia radio
station. He listened in the mornings and evenings (7 pee and 10 pom.).

Informant had not heard Radio Goryanin or any foreign anti-Communist
radio stations. He has not heard about them, and 1s unable to give any
information at all about foreign broadeasts,

25X1
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25. Approximately 50% of the city houses in Khaskovo have independent radio
recelivers, .| approximately 10% of the houses had 25X1
wired receivers (visokogovoriteli), and there were more in the suburbs,
Of this group, about 20% were Communist and about 80% anti-Commnist,
"Visokogovoriteli" were first in the homes of the workers! families, The
town of Khaskovo had a city radio system. :

action to Foreign Anti-C gt Broadecasts

26. Informant claims that many of the owners of independent radio receivers are
afraid to listen to foreign anti-Communist broadeasts because they think that
if the Commmniets learn of it they will be sent to jail, Only & emall
percentage of radio owners listened openly without fear to foreign anti-
Communist broadcasts,

27, Informant listened most often to the following foreign stations:
&e Radio Yugoslavie;
b. Radio Goryanin;
6e Voice of Amerioca;
de BRadio London;
e. Radio Free Europe; and
f. Radio Paris,

28. The last foreign anti-Communist broadoast informant heerd wae Radio Goryanin
on 16 July 195, He heard this in Khaskovo around 8130 pem.; 25X1
waves arcund 46 meters from the seotor to the short waves, Informant olaims
that he listened to foreign brosdoasts slmost every day between 6 p.m. and
%0 Pem. He usually listened to Radio Goryanin around 9 a.m, s 6 pem,., and

0 Delle

29, Informant claims thet every troadcast of foreign station in the Bulgarien
langusge had been jemmed, The etations whioch were most Jammed were
Radio Goryanin and Voice of Amerioce, Acoording to him, the programs of
Radio Yugoslavia could be understood completely; those of VOA, sometimes
completely, but other times not at all, Informant claims that on big
radio recelvers the jamming was not eo strong.

30. Informant stated that he ltstened and epoke with his friends about foreign
broadecasts, They usually listened to Voice of America, Informant claime
that Radio Goryanin has always been Jammed, and 4t 1s impossible to
understand more than 50% of the progrem, The jemming is strongest at noon,
The evening jamming is not so strong and more of the program can be
understood.

3l. According to informant, the best time for listening to foreign broadcasts is
between 7 p.m. and 11 p.m. He claims that no one listens to radio broad-
casts in the early morning and after 12 p.m. According to informant, the
best day of the week for broadeasts is Saturday, especially during the
evening, Sunday is not so convenient, since many of the people go for
walks or visits.

Resistance

32. During the spring of 1953, & gas station was burned. This station supplied
gas for the city of Khaskovo, It had been located southwest of the city
technical school and beside the "Stakhanov" technical building workshop.
Fifteen days later, the "Stakhanov" workshop burned. Informant could supply
no additional information.
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Informant stated that he did not 1isten frequently to foreign anti-Communist
broadcasts, but listened most often to Voice of America and the *Turkish radio
station in Turkish language.® The last foreign anti-Commnist broadecast he
heard was Voice of America on February 1954, around 7:30 Pelle, wave length
unknown,

Informant said he most enjoyed Voice of America because "the speaker alweys
spoke against the Communists" and because he thought 1t "told the truth about
the bad situation of the Bulgarian people." Foreign broadcasts were
considerably jemmed, and he could only understand about half of Voice of
America. Informant stated thet he rarely spoke with his friends about
foreign broedecaste. Informant considered noon the best time of day for
listening to anti-Communiet broadcasts, eince there was less danger of
eavesdropping at that time,

Bedio Sets

Informant, who had his own independent redio recelver, also listened to
radio broadcaste at the homes of his relatives, All of these receivers hed
long, medium and short wavee, Only hie cousin's set had five waves = long,
medium and three short waves, Pover wae supplied by electric current,

Informant's couein's receliver, of German make » 008t 1900 leva (former price,
2200 leva), Informant's family owned e "Blaupunkt" redio receiver with
three I tubes, which they bought for 45,000 old leva,

Aoccording to informant, the price of radic receivers depends on the model,
trade mark and size, Informant knew the price of the following redio
recelvers:

&. "Merek" - Bulgarian radio receiver = 1,300 leva (three wave);
be "Voroshilov" - Bulgarian radic - 950 leva (three wave);
s "Tesla" = Bohemian radio (amell model) - 2,250 leva;

de "Tesla" - Bohemian redio (big model) - 4,000 leve (former price),
five wave; and

6. "Visokogovoriteli" .. for city or village radio system; there are two
types costing between 100 and 200 leva,

According to informant, there are only Bulgerian, Bohemien and Fast German
rediocs in Bulgarian State shops,

Informant stated that it is very difficult to find replacement parts for
radios in Bulgaria, | who was & keeper of a State shop in
which radio receivers were bought, he knows that there are only nine
different types of radio tubes in State shops. No other replacement parts
can be found in Khaskovo., Batteries for radioe can be found anmaskovo [

I "Around ' the
month of July 1954, there were none in Khaskovo,

Informent elaims that it was not necessary to receilve permission in order

to buy replacement parte for a radio or & new radio, After buying a new radio,
the owner has to go to the City People's Council to receive a license
("Patent-Pemission") for his radio receiver. From there he goes to the

City Post Station to be issued another certificate that he has a right to

own the radio,

Informant stated that there was a yearly use tax on radio sets, but does not
know how much it was, The tax was paid to the City Post Station,
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In Gurmen, there were about 20 radios in the 450 houses in the village.
According to informant, most of the radios in Gurmen belonged to anti-
Communists, Informant claims thet it is not dangerous to listen to foreign
broadcasts, and never heard of anyone arrested or sent to jail for listening to
foreign broadcasts. Informent said that the Bulgarian radio owners listened
regularly to foreign anti-Communist broadcasts,

Reaction to Forelgn Anti-Communist Broadcasts

Informant stated that he did not listen often to foreign anti-Communist
broadcasts, When he did listen, he usually heard the Voice of America and
and Radio Goryanin.

The last foreign broedcasts informent heard were Voice of Americe and Redio
Goryanin during April 1954 in Nevrokop., Informent heard these programs at
the following hours:

a. Volce of Americe = at 12 2.n., 6 pom., 8 pom. and 9130 Pele; and
b. Radio Goryanin - at 12:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m., and 6 D,

Informant seid he most enjoyed the Volce of America and the commentery on
the pact among Free World countries egeinst Communiem, and "Radio Goryanin®
with word of the coming pecple's anti-Communist revolution., Informant claims
that VOA was not jammed, and he scould listen to the entire program. He
steted that there was very strong Jexming of "Goryanin" broadoasts, and that
only 20% of the program could be heard clearly,

Informant stated that Seturday evening and all day Sundey around 9 p.m.
was the best time of day for listening to foreign broadcasts,

Bdlosets

About every ten days, informant listened to a three weve redio set at the
home of & relative, Fower was supplied by eleotric current, Informant's
reletive said that he would have to g0 to Plovdiv to replece a burned out
tube as there were no Stete ehops for replecement parts in Devin, No permit
was needed to purchase parts,

In informant's neighborhood| | only one out of 25 houses hed an
independent radio. There were about £-10 wire receivers for the city radio
system, More hcmes have independent radios in the center of town where the
Communiet leader resides., The mejority of these homes were Communist., The
eity radio system was located in the city resding room.

8, o F Anti.C st _Broadcae
Informant steted that there were no legal restrictions on listening to
foreign anti-Communist broadeasts, but that it was dangerous to listen to
such broadcaste for the following reasons:

8. One can be declared an enemy of the People's Democracy and persecuted by
the Communists.

be The radio can be taken away by the militia. Info ing
Mey 1954, militiemen took away the radio ;
reeident% because he listened to foreign anti-Communist broad—
casts from America and Turkey.

c¢. The militia can call one in for a warning that to continuwe to listen to
foreign anti-Communist broadecasts and spread thelr news will mean being
sent to jail,

Informant claims that many militie agents walk around the homes of anti-
Communists and eavesdrop.
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Informant had a "Telefunken" redio receiver in his home and also listened to
his friends radios. The radios were three wave and were operated on electric
current. The "Telefunken" radio cost 120,000 old Bulgarian leva, It was a
big radio with six I tubes and electric phonograrh. According to informant,
the following radios were in Stete shops in Bulgaris.

8, Easgt German radio - 4,300 leva, six I tubes, three waves;
b "Teela" Bohemlan radio - 1,200-1,300 leva; medium model; three waves;
c. Bohemian radio with three waves and electric phonograph; 2,800 leva;

de East German smell radio with five waves; 1,100 leva (former price,
1,350 leva);

e. Small radio (tredemark unknown) with three waves; 950 leva;
fo "Marek" Bulgarian radio, three waves; 1,700 leve; and

g+ A wired radio box sold in Bulgarian State stores; 135 leve; with
installation the price became 250 leva.,

Informant does not know the price of a battery radio receiver.

Informant olaims that there was & yearly or semieannuel. use tax on radioe
which amounted to 25 or 45 leva., It was paid to the City Post Station.

Informant steted that there were replacement perts in Bulgarian State stores,
but only for the new models of redios. He knew that scme redio techniciens
found that the tubes for the "Tesla" radio, after s amall change, could be
used for the old model radics, He was unable to say exactly which models,
Informent oleims thaet there are almo batteries in Bulgerian State stores,

In informant's nelighborhood (10 houses), approximately 50% of the community
had wired receivers., Informant said thaet most of this group wers Communists,
and that many of the redics of anti-Communists had been confiscated for
unpald taxes; others hed sold their rediocs because they needed money,

8 b Anti=C

Informant claimed that once or twice & week the electric current had been
stopped at the time when foreign stetione broadcast the news, He 1listened
most often to Radlio Free Europe and Radio London., The last forelgn broadcast
informent heard was Radio Free Europe. ~ |in Knaskovo, around

12:45 aem., 6 p.m., 10 p.m., &and 1 a.m., short waves 31, 49 and between 31,5
and 32 meters from the sector to the short waves. Informant liked best the
political humor "Pizho and Pendo" of Radio Free Europe,

Informant sald that Saturdey end Sunday were the best days for listening, and
10 pem. was the best time as there was less Jemming and because more people
were at home, '

Informant 1istened to the radio and also to the
clty radio system in Nevrokop and Gurmen. The radios were three wave and
operated on electric current.

Informent claims that the "Voroshilov® Bulgarian radio cost 900 leva, and the
%Tesla" Bohemisn radio (medium type) cost 1800~2200 leva.
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